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Friday, March 23 - Saturday, May 19, 2018

Vision/Revision: New Mexico Poets on the Page
Curated by Connie Voisine and Dennis Daily

Branigan Cultural Center
501 North Main Street, Las Cruces, NM 88001
575-541-2154
museums.las-cruces.org
facebook.com/LCMuseums

By ELVA K. ÖSTERREICH
Las Cruces Bulletin

Branching off  the Las 
Cruces International 
Film Festival, Border-
lands Film Festival will 
debut in October, offering 
another local avenue for 
filmmakers and audi-
ences.

The first festival will be 
held in Las Cruces and in 
Truth or Consequences, 
Managing Partner Mi-
chael Evans said. Future 
locations may include Sil-
ver City and even Marfa, 
Texas.

“Inclusivity is abso-
lutely paramount to suc-
cess,” Evans said. “When 
you have a festival in 
multiple cities, you get to 
carry your brand.”

Festival Executive 
Director Dave Witt said 
organizers are beginning 
with a philosophy of  tak-
ing care of  the filmmak-
ers.

“Hopefully they get 
their film distributed, 
meet some new filmmak-
ers and do something for 
their career if  they are 
going to spend the money 
to be here. We want them 
to actu- ally leave 
here with 

some-

thing that they have 
gained rather than com-
ing here and leaving say-
ing ‘why did I come?’

“So, we are really fo-
cusing on the filmmakers 
(as) the stars.”

The festival will include 
panels and workshops on 
topics such as how film-
making works, distribu-
tion, how to make money 
in the business and where 
to get money to make 
films.

Witt said the Border-
lands Film Festival is also 
dedicated to developing 
and promoting Latino 
culture by presenting a 
variety of  Spanish-speak-
ing programming from 
around the world, includ-
ing Latin America, Spain, 
Portugal and the United 
States. 

Evans said Borderlands 
will augment the mission 
of  the Las Cruces Inter-
national Film Festival, 
held in March and run by 
the Creative Media Insti-
tute at New Mexico State 
University, by extending 
into October southern 
New Mexico’s appeal 

to the film 
industry.

“We 
are the 
continu-

ation,” Witt said. “You 
want people to come 
and see (southern New 
Mexico) as a viable lo-
cation. We are going to 
show them the (Film 
Las Cruces) studio and 
the possibilities. When 
they write their next film 
maybe they think of  Las 
Cruces.

“Keeping students and 
filmmaking here, provid-
ing distribution channels 
for their films, is what 
we are doing with Bor-
derlands. If  you are all 
working together you are 
going to be working on a 
common goal.”

Submissions are cur-
rently being accepted 
through Film Freeway 
for the six-day kick-off  
in Las Cruces Oct. 2-7. 
Sponsors and volunteers 
are still needed. For more 
information visit www.
BorderlandsFilmFestival.
org, call 575-408-9026 or 
email info@Borderlands-
FilmFestival.org.

Elva K. Österreich may be 
reached at elva@las-

crucesbulletin.com.

By MIKE COOK
Las Cruces Bulletin

The Mesilla Valley 
Concert Band’s (MVCB) 
performance in March in-
cluded the world premiere 
of “Concerto for Horn and 
Sorceress” by band member 
J. David Beazley.

The piece featured the 
composer’s wife, Kimberly, 
in a French horn solo.

“Beasley strove to write a 
virtuosic piece that brought 
out all the mystical won-
der in her horn playing,” 
according to the band’s 
March 4 concert program. 
“Inspired by her ability to 
routinely take his ideas 
and make them flourish 
and soar, the piece is based 
around a few themes and 
chordal progressions … 
the horn … waves its magic 

wand and, out of nowhere, 
delivers a spellbinding ride 
through the facets of the 
horn.”

J. David Beasley is a Las 
Cruces native and a partner 
in Beasley, Mitchell and 
Co. Certified Public Ac-
countants. He and Kim met 
while serving in the U.S. Air 
Force Heartland of America 
Band.

The concert also fea-
tured a commemorative 
program honoring prolific 
American band composer 
Edwin Franko Goldman 
(1878-1956). Goldman was 

portrayed during the con-
cert by MVCB clarinetist 
Bob Cutler. 

MVCB’s next concert 
is Sunday, May 13, at the 
NMSU Music Building, 1075 
N. Horseshoe on the NMSU 
campus. As usual, the con-
cert is free and open to the 
public.

The nonprofit MVCB 
was founded in 1987 by Dr. 
William Clark, Las Cruces 
music educator John Schutz 
and White’s Music Box 
owner Mike White.

Clark continues to direct 
the band, which has nearly 
100 members.

C ontact Bob Cutler at 
bobcutler65@hotmail.com. 
Visit www.mesillavalleycon-
certband.org.

Mike Cook may be reached at 
mike@lascrucesbulletin.com.

J. DAVID 
BEASLEY

BOB CUTLER

Band concert featured works 
by composers old and new

Partnering to create 
the Borderlands Film 
Festival are David 

Salcido, Dave 
Witt and Mi-
chael Evans.

New film festival has 
regional ambition


